
Liberty Hall Center, 1085 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083 

T 908-527-1166 F 908-527-1207 www.ucedc.com 

  

 

 

Economic & Demographic 

Profile 

Of Union County, NJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by UCEDC 

For 

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders 

Deborah Scanlon, Chairman 

 

April, 2011 



 

Revised 4/26/2011 

UCEDC, a non-profit economic development corporation, is 

dedicated to fostering economic growth and creating an 

environment for progress.  Our organization has been serving the 

business community for over thirty years, providing an objective 

and authoritative voice on business and economic development 

issues. 

  
Our mandate is to develop opportunities for businesses that lead to new jobs, a strong, stable 

business climate and an improved quality of life. We do this by providing financial, technical and 

community development assistance to businesses. 

  

Financing 

UCEDC offers a wide range of financing programs to address your business growth needs.  We 

provide access to capital that may not be available elsewhere.  As an experienced business lender, 

we also coordinate loan packages from federal, state and private lending sources to help all size 

businesses grow.  As a US Small Business Administration’s designated microlender, we provide 

financing from $500 to $50,000 to businesses across the state.  Additionally, our Business Growth 

Fund lends up to $150,000 statewide.  All businesses which receives financing from UCEDC also 

benefit from the free services of our Business Mentor for the life of the loan. 

  

Government Contracts 

Government agencies annually spend billions of dollars purchasing goods and services from 

businesses like yours.  We help Union county businesses get a share of that business through our 

free, computerized government contract bid matching service.  As part of our service, our 

experienced staff provides technical assistance with bid preparation, bid submission and pre- and 

post-award contract administration.  Smaller firms are assisted in finding opportunities as sub-

contractors to major government contractors. 

  

Business Information 

UCEDC provides comprehensive and up-to-date economic market data, commercial real estate 

and general business information that can help businesses make informed decisions.  A number of 

informative reports are produced regularly, reflecting general business activity.  In addition, we 

provide information about tax rates, housing, zoning, and currently available properties. 

  

Business Assistance 

As a leading advocate for small businesses, UCEDC provides guidance and assistance when 

problems arise.  Small businesses often do not have the resources or the time to find their way 

through the maze of government agencies.  UCEDC can serve as the liaison and make the 

appropriate connections or help to cut through the red tape. 

 

Training 

UCEDC can help your business increase productivity, heighten global competitiveness and open 

new markets with training and technology.  Learn new information and skills through our free 

training seminars and business-oriented workshops.  The Entrepreneurial Training Initiative 

(ETI), an intensive seven-week training program, will give you the tools to assess your business 

readiness and create a comprehensive business plan.  Graduates enjoy ongoing business mentoring 

services to help them stay on track.
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
 

Union County operates under a County Manager form of government provided under the Optional County 

Charter Law of 1975.  The Board of Chosen Freeholders is comprised of nine members elected to three-year 

terms with three Freeholders running for election each year.  The Board appoints the County Manager to 

administer the day-to-day operation of county government, which consists of six (6) major departments and 

Runnells Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights. 

  

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Union County Freeholders: 

Deborah Scanlon, Chairman      

Alexander Mirabella, Vice Chairman 

George W. Devanney, County Manager  

Bette Jane Kowalski 

Angel Estrada 

Linda Carter 

Mohamed S. Jallon 

Daniel P. Sullivan 

Nancy Ward 

Christopher Hudak 

           Source: Union County Division of the Treasurer 

 

County Budget: 

$487,199,639  for 2011 

Source: Union County Division of the Treaurer 

 *As of April 2011 Executive Budget Summary 

 

County Bond Rating: 

AA+ by Standard and Poor’s (2011) 

Aaa by Moody’s Bond Records (2011) 

AAA  by Fitch Bond Records (2011) 

Source: Union County Division of Treasurer 

Registered Voters: 

Conservative Party   15       

Green Party              38 

Libertarian               47 

Reform Party            2 

Unaffiliated              127,357  

Democrat            23,106     

Republican               44,836      

Total                        295,413 

   Source: Union County Board of Elections 2010 

 

Union County Manager: 

George Devanney 

For more information, please contact: 

The Office of Public Information 

Union County Administration Building 

10 Elizabethtown Plaza 

Elizabeth, NJ 07207 

(908) 527-4000 

www.unioncountynj.org 

 

 

http://www.unioncountynj.org/
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POPULATION 

County 

Totals 2007 2008 2009 2010 Union County Population 536,499 

 519,738 521,816 526,426   

  

Population by Age 2009 2005-2009 Union County Estimate 

Under 5 yrs.   37,066 Population Female 267,663 

5 to 19 yrs.   105,453 By Gender Male 254,387 

20 to 24 yrs.   30,801     

25 to 34 yrs.   67,866 Population  White 339,604 

35 to 44 yrs.   82,440 
By Race 

Black 15,219 

45 to 59 yrs.   109,631  Hispanic (any race) 146,464 

60 to 74 yrs.   55,858  Asian 25,751  

75 to 84 yrs.   24,014  Multi Racial 4,291 

85 years +   10,441  Native American 2,145 

                                                                                                           Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2010 

 

Union County as compared to the State 

       Union County  New Jersey 

Population (2010)     536,499    8,791,894 

Housing Units (2010)    199,489               3,553,562 

 Median Household Income (2008)  $67,127    $70,347 

 Persons below poverty (2009)     50,967    826,438 

 Persons per square mile (2010)   5,216                   1,195 

                                                                                                          Source: US Census, 2005-2010 

 
 
MUNICIPAL POPULATIONS 

Municipality 2005-2009 Municipality 2005-2009 Municipality 2005-2009 

Berkeley 

Heights 13,312 Clark 14,349 Cranford 21,941 

Elizabeth 124,101 Fanwood 7,081 Garwood 4,204 

Hillside 21,224 Kenilworth 7,617 Linden 39,173 

Mountainside 6,541 New Providence 11,797 Plainfield 46,358 

Rahway 27,941 Roselle 20,661 Roselle Park 12,281 

Scotch Plains 22,821 Springfield 14,848 Summit 20,657 

Union 53,637 Westfield 29,416 Winfield 1,540 

                                                                                                                                                                                  Source: US Census, 2005-2010 
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CHILD CARE FACILITIES IN UNION COUNTY 
As of March 20111, there were 297 licensed child-care centers with an enrollment capacity of 24,427 children. Of these 

centers, there were 2 employer-sponsored child-care centers. In addition, there were 138 Family Child Care providers 

with an enrollment capacity of 685 children.             

Source: (N. Martinez, Community Coordinated Childcare of Union County, personal communication, April 4, 2011) 

 

 

 
EDUCATION 
Public Education 

There are 23 public school districts in Union County which include: 

 102 elementary schools 

 21 middle schools 

 27 high schools 

 6 Union County Vocational Technical Schools 

 4 Charter Schools 

 

Education Notes 

 The average cost of education per student (K-12) for the 2008-2009 school year: $13,601 

 Number of graduates planning to attend a 2- year college: 21% 

 Number of graduates planning to attend a 4-year college: 63% 

 

Private Education 

There are 71 non-public schools in the county which include: 

 21 kindergarten schools 

 21 elementary only schools 

 5 secondary only schools (includes 1 6-year high school) 

 9 combined elementary and secondary schools 

 3 special needs schools 

Sources: New Jersey Department of Education, 2011 

 

Institutes of Higher Education within Union County 

School Town Phone # Web Address 

Kean University of New Jersey Union (908) 737-5326 www.kean.edu 

Union County College Cranford (908) 709-7000 www.ucc.edu 

 Elizabeth (908) 965-6000   

 Plainfield (908) 412-3550   

             Source: NJ Biz, 2011 Lists 

 

Institutes of Higher Education within 15 miles of Union County 

School Town Phone # Web Address 

Bloomfield College Bloomfield (973) 748-9001 www.bloomfield.edu 

Caldwell College Caldwell (973) 618-3000 www.caldwell.edu 

Drew University Madison (973) 408-3000 www.drew.edu 

Fairleigh Dickinson University Madison (973) 443-8500 www.fdu.edu 

New Jersey Institute of Technology Newark (973) 596-3000 www.njit.edu 

Rutgers University-Newark Newark (973) 353-5205 www.rutgers.edu  

Rutgers University-New Brunswick New Brunswick (732) 932-4636  www.rutgers.edu 

Seton Hall University South Orange (973) 761-9000 www.shu.edu 

University of Medicine & Dentistry of NJ Newark (973) 972-4300 www.umdnj.edu 

                                                       Source: NJ Biz, 2011 Lists 

http://www.kean.edu/
http://www.ucc.edu/
http://www.bloomfield.edu/
http://www.caldwell.edu/
http://www.drew.edu/
http://www.fdu.edu/
http://www.njit.edu/
http://www.rutgers.edu/
http://www.rutgers.edu/
http://www.shu.edu/
http://www.umdnj.edu/
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HOSPITALS 

 

Hospitals Located in Union County 

Hospital Municipality 

Charter Behavioral Summit 

Children’s Specialized Fanwood, Mountainside 

Overlook Summit 

Rahway Rahway 

Runnells Specialized Berkeley Heights 

Trinitas Elizabeth 

Summit Oaks Hospital Summit 

*Each municipality has a rescue squad and/or emergency medical service.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Source: NJ Biz, 2011 Lists 

 

 
PARKS & RECREATION 
The Union County Park Commission was founded on November 21, 1921, and today boasts thirty-six parks, spanning 

6,768 acres.  Thanks to the fact that 8.5% of the county’s land is devoted to parks and other recreational areas, the 

residents may enjoy the scenic landscapes.   

 

Recreation Areas in Union County 

 

Golf Courses & Recreational Areas Towns 

T
r
a
i
l
 
S
k
i
i
n

g
 

P
i
t
c
h

 
&

 
P

u
t
t
 

S
n

a
c
k
 
B

a
r
 

R
e
s
t
r
o
o
m

s
 

B
r
i
d

l
e
 
T

r
a
i
l
s
 

F
i
s
h

i
n

g
 

I
c
e
 
S
k
a
t
i
n

g
 

N
a
t
u

r
e
 
T

r
a
i
l
s
 

P
i
c
n

i
c
 
A

r
e
a
 

P
l
a
n

e
t
a
r
i
u

m
 

P
l
a
y
g
r
o
u

n
d

 

S
o
f
t
b
a
l
l
 
F

i
e
l
d

 

S
t
a
b
l
e
 

Ashbrook Golf Course (18 Regulation 

Holes) Clark, Scotch Plains X X X X          

Galloping Hill Golf Course (27 Regulation 

Holes) Kenilworth, Union X X X X          

Watchung Reservation 

Berkeley Hts., 

Mountainside  X  X X          

  

Scotch Plains, 

Springfield, Summit X   X X X X X X X X X X 

                                                                                                                                                                                         Key: X indicates available activity  

Parks in Union County 

Park  Towns 
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Black Brook Park A Kenilworth X   X X        X      X             

Briant Park B Summit             X     X X    X         

Cedar Brook Park B Plainfield/ 

S. Plainfield 

X X  X X X  X X X   X     X X    X  X X   X   

Echo Lake Park C Mountainside/ 

Westfield 

   X X        X  X   X X    X  X X X X    
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                                                                                                                                         Acreage Legend  A=0-20  B=21-100  C=101-500+  

                                                                                                                                         Key: X indicates available activity                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                          Source:  Union County Division of Parks & Recreation 2011  

 

                                                                                                                        

Park Towns 

B
a
s
e
b

a
l
l
 
F

i
e
l
d

 

C
r
i
c
k
e
t
 

F
o

o
t
b

a
l
l
 
F

i
e
l
d

 

S
o

c
c
e
r
 
F

i
e
l
d

 

S
o

f
t
b

a
l
l
 
F

i
e
l
d

 

F
i
e
l
d

 
H

o
c
k
e
y
 

R
u

n
n

i
n

g
 
T

r
a
c
k
 

B
a
s
k
e
t
b

a
l
l
 

H
a
n

d
b

a
l
l
 

T
e
n

n
i
s
 C

o
u

r
t
s
 

H
o

r
s
e
s
h

o
e
s
 

S
h

u
f
f
l
e
b

o
a
r
d

 

F
i
s
h

i
n

g
 

B
i
c
y
c
l
e
 
P

a
t
h

 

B
o

a
t
i
n

g
 

C
a
n

o
e
/K

a
y
a
k
 

D
o

g
 
P

a
r
k
 

F
i
t
n

e
s
s
 
T

r
a
i
l
 

I
c
e
 
S
k
a
t
i
n

g
 

M
o

d
e
l
 
R

R
 C

l
u

b
 

N
a
t
u

r
e
 
T

r
a
i
l
 

P
a
d

d
l
e
 
B

o
a
t
 

P
i
c
n

i
c
 
A

r
e
a
 

P
i
s
t
o

l
 
R

a
n

g
e
 

P
l
a
y
g

r
o

u
n

d
 

R
e
s
t
r
o
o

m
s
 

S
l
e
d

d
i
n

g
 
 

S
n

a
c
k
 
B

a
r
 

S
p

r
a
y
 
P

o
o

l
 

S
w

i
m

m
i
n

g
 

T
r
a
p

 
&

 
S
k
e
e
t
 

 

Elizabeth River Parkway 

B: 

                                 

  Chatfield 

(Zimmerman) 

Hillside/ Union X    X        X                   

  Lightning Brook Hillside/ Union X            X          X  X       

  Pruden (Pearl Oval) Elizabeth    X                            

  Salem (Rutgers & 

Liberty Aves.) 

Hillside/ Union    X X   X     X            X       

  Woodruff  

(Conant St.) 

Hillside/ Union X   X    X    X X          X  X X      

Green Brook Park B Plainfield/ 

N. Plainfield 

X   X    X     X      X    X  X       

Hanson Park A Cranford                     X           

Houdaille Quarry (pistol 

range) B 

Springfield                        X        

Kawameeh Park B Union X X X  X   X  X               X       

Lenape Park C Cranford/ 

Kenilworth 

            X X      X X          X 

    Springfield/ 

Union/ 

Westfield 

                               

Madison Avenue Park 

(Greenfield) A 

Rahway X   X                     X  X     

Mattano Park B Elizabeth X   X X  X X X X X            X  X X   X   

McConnell Park A Cranford             X                   

Milton Lake Park B Clark/Rahway     X        X      X             

Nomahegan Park B Cranford X   X X        X X    X X    X  X X      

Oak Ridge Park C Clark/Edison              X    X        X      

Passaic River Parkway C Berkeley Heights/    X         X          X         

    New 

Providence/Summit 

                               

Phil Rizzuto Park A Union    X              X       X       

Rahway River Park C Rahway X    X  X X  X   X X    X X    X  X X  X  X  

Rahway River Parkway C                                  

  Clark-Linden (Osceola) Clark/Linden             X                   

  Cranford  Cranford        X     X X     X    X  X       

 Jackson Pond Clark             X  X                 

  Rahway (Squires 

Island) 

Rahway             X                   

  Springfield (Meisel 

Ave.) 

Springfield X  X X X  X      X      X    X         

 Synder Park Fields Berkeley Heights X                 X           X   

  Washington Ave. Springfield     X        X            X       

Sperry Park A Cranford             X                   

Unami Park B Cranford/ 

Garwood/ 

Westfield 

  X X X     X         X    X  X X      

Warinaco Park C Elizabeth/ 

Roselle 

X X  X X  X X X X X X X X X   X X    X  X X  X X   

Wheeler Park A Linden    X X   X               X  X X  X  X  
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MEDIA 
 
Electronic Media & Newspapers Serving Union County 

Daily Newspapers Television Cable TV Companies Radio 

The Star Ledger WNJU (Channel 47) Linden Comcast Cable of New Jersey WJDM (1530 AM) Elizabeth 

Courier News  Cablevision of Elizabeth           WKNJ 90.3 FM 

Home News & Tribune       

 

Weekly Newspapers Serving Union County 

Cranford Chronicle 

Elizabeth Reporter 

Gazette Leader (Elizabeth, Hillside) 

La Voz 

The Leader (leadernewspaper.com) 

New Providence Independent Press 

Plainfield City News 

 

Rahway News Record 

Scotch Plains/Fanwood Times 

Suburban News 

Summit Independent Press 

Union County Local Source 

Westfield Leader 

Westfield Record 

 
 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION 
 

Major Highways in Union County 

Highway Direction of Travel Union County Exits 

     Garden State Parkway (Toll 

Road) North & South 8 

     New Jersey Turnpike (Toll 

Road) North & South 2 

     Interstate 78 East & West 8 

     Interstate 278 East & West 2 

     US Routes 1&9 North & South Ample 

     US Route 22, 24 East & West Ample 

                                                                               Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

Travel Times and Distances 

Destination Distance (miles) Drive Time (min.) 

Midtown Manhattan, NY 16-30 30-60 

Newark International Airport 0-18 5-35 

Downtown Philadelphia, PA 72-84 100-120 

                                                                      Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

Trucking 

 Over 50 independent freight/trucking companies are based in Union County. 

 There are an additional 90 companies that serve Union County from within a 50-mile radius. 

 There are over 55 private companies that have their own fleet of trucks within Union County. 

 

Sea 

Port Elizabeth is the largest containerized, deep-water shipping terminal on the East Coast. There are 39 regularly 

scheduled steamship lines that operate from Port Elizabeth. 40 thousand metric tons were exported from the NY/NJ Port 

in January 2009. 
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TRANSPORTATION, (con’t) 
 

Port Activity:  NY/NJ General Cargo Tonnage Volume 

Year Total Imports Exports 

2007 32,817,498 

2008 33,633,613 22,090,832 11,542,781 

2009 28,240,770 18,411,480 9,829,290 

                      Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

 

Port Activity:  NY/NJ Containers/Twenty-Foot Equivalent Unit's 

Year Containers TEU's 

2007 5,299,105

2008 3,068,935 5,265,053 

2009 2,652,209 4,561,527 
                                                                                           Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

Rail 

 Passenger Lines – There are 4 major lines which serve Union County: the Northeast Corridor Line, the Raritan 

Valley Line, the North Jersey Coast Line, and the Morris & Essex Line (which includes the Gladstone Line & 

Morristown Line). 

 Freight Lines – The Chemical Coast, Conrail, Lehigh Line of Conrail, Northeast Corridor, and the Raritan 

Valley Line. 

 ExpressRail – The ExpressRail On-Dock Cargo Transfer Facility at Port Elizabeth is a daily rail service that 

connects the Port and Union County to all Midwest and Canadian markets. 

Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

Air 

 Newark Liberty International Airport (EWR) – EWR is one of the most modern, efficient, fastest-growing 

airports in the world. Almost half of the airport is located within Union County boundaries. The number of 

passengers passing through Newark Airport in 2009 was 33.4 million (This includes domestic, international, 

commuter and regional passengers). 

 Linden Municipal Airport – Linden Airport provides a vital transportation link in the Union County 

infrastructure. The airport is a federal-designated reliever facility for Newark Liberty and operates a full-

service facility. The airport is home to approximately 128 aircraft and has over 60,000 arrivals and departures 

each year. 

Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 

 

Air Traffic Comparison 2010 

    EWR JFK LGA 

Passengers     

  Domestic 21,872,096 23,404,277 22,950,115 

  International 11,234,945 23,109,877 1,032,967 

Flights    

  Domestic 300,353 245,232 327,897 

  International 91,369 144,658 24,303 

Freight (In tons)    

  Domestic 569,702 253,935 7,332 

  International 291,143 1,125,798 184 

                                                                                           Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey  
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TRANSPORTATION, (con’t) 

 

Foreign Trade Zone No. 49 

The U.S. Foreign Trade Zone No. 49 at Port Newark/Port Elizabeth is the largest foreign trade zone in the 

United States with 3,587 contiguous acres of commercially zoned facilities with more than 6 million sq. feet for 

storage and distribution.  

                                                                                                                            Source: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey  

 

 

 
EMPLOYMENT  
Union County Industry Employment by Major Industry Group   

 Employment             Change 

  2008 2018 2008-2018 

Total Employment, All Jobs 265,950 100.0% 268,050 100.0% 2,100 0.7% 

   Goods-Producing 40,250 7.6% 34,250 12.7% -6,050 -15% 

   Construction 11,750 4.4% 12,400 4.6% 650 5.2% 

   Manufacturing 28,500 10.7% 21,800 8.1% -6,700 -2.6% 

Services-Providing 205,600 77.3% 214,150 80% 8,600 4.2% 

   Wholesale Trade 14,700 5.5% 14,350 5.4% -350 -0.2% 

   Retail Trade 27,450 11.7% 27,300 11.9% -150 -0.1% 

   Transportation and Warehousing 12,450 5.4% 14,450 5.2% 800 6.1% 

   Utilities 850 0.3% 700 0.7% -100 -1.5% 

   Information 4,950 1.7% 4,800 1.5% -150 -0.3% 

   Finance and Insurance 8,850 3.3% 9,200 3.4% 350 0.4% 

   Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 3,400 1.3% 3,450 1.3% 50 0.2% 

   Professional, Scientific, and Technical 

Services 38,800 14.6% 42,000 15.7% 3,150 9.1% 

   Management of Companies and 

Enterprises 7,450 0.8% 8,050 0.8% 600 7.8% 

   Administrative Sup. & Waste Mgmt & 

Remediation 15,350 6.3% 16,450 7.2% 1,100 7.3.4% 

   Educational Services 3,050 1.1% 3,350 1.2% 300 10% 

   Health Care and Social Assistance 29,650 11% 32,600 12.1% 3,000 10.1% 

   Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 2,350 0.8% 2,750 1.0% 400 16.7% 

   Accommodation and Food Services 12,750 4.8% 13,600 5.1% 850 6.8% 

   Other Services (Except Government) 12,650 4.5% 13,550 4.9% 900 7% 

Government 33,750 12.6% 35,050 13.1% 1,300 3.8% 

   Federal Government 1,750 1.0% 1,450 0.9% -300 -15.8% 

   State Government 4,200 1.4% 4,800 1.4% 600 13.8% 

   Local Government 27,800 11.0% 28,750 11.2% 1,000 3.5% 

                                                                                                                Source:  NJ Dept of Labor February 2010 
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EMPLOYMENT, (con’t) 
 

Union County Occupations w/ Greatest Employment Growth 

 Amount of Growth Employment 

 2008-2018  

 

Numeric 

Growth 

% 

Growth 2008                   2018 

Healthcare Support Occupations 1,250 15.7% 7,850 9,100 

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 

Occupations 1,100 9.2% 12,000 13,100 

Business and Financial Operations 

Occupations 1,000 6.9% 14,300 15,300 

Food Preparation and Serving Related 

Occupations 900 6.9% 12,800 13,700 

Nursing, Psychiatric, and Home Health Aides 850 16.2% 5,200 6,050 

Health Diagnosing and Treating Practitioners 800 10.9% 7,500 8,300 

Personal Care and Service Occupations 800 11.3% 7,000 7,800 

Computer Specialists 700 11.1% 6,150 6,850 

Protective Service Occupations 650 5.8% 11,450 12,100 

Computer and Mathematical Occupations 650 10.2% 6,450 7,100 

                                                                        Source: NJ Department of Labor, Labor Marketing & Data Tools, 2011 

 

Union County Occupations with the Most Employment 

 

Employment Numeric  

Change 

% 

Change 

Average Job Openings 

  2008 2018 

2008-

2018 

2008-

2018 

Due to 

Growth 

Due to 

Replacements Total 

Office & Admin Support 45,800 44,950 -850 -1.8% 90 930 1,020 

Sales & Related Occupations 29,800 29,700 -100 -0.4% 40 870 910 

Transportation & Material Moving 20,800 19,600 -1,200 -5.8% 20 490 510 

Management Occupations 20,350 19,850 -500 -2.3% 20 490 510 

Production Occupations 17,950 15,100 -2,850 -15.8% 10 330 340 

Retail Sales Workers 15,150 15,250 50 0.4% 20 530 550 

Business and Financial Operations 

Occupations 14,300 15,300 1000 6.9% 110 290 400 

Food Preparation and Serving 

Related Occupations 12,800 13,700 900 6.9% 90 460 550 

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 

Occupations 12,600 12,750 150 1.1% 40 250 290 

Construction and Extraction 

Occupations 12,250 12,550 250 2.2% 40 230 260 

                                                                                  Source: NJ Department of Labor, Labor Marketing & Data Tools, 2011 
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EMPLOYMENT, (con’t) 
 
 
LEADING COUNTY BUSINESSES 

Largest Non-Government Businesses in Union County by Employment 

Firm Location Nature of Business Employees 

Schering Plough Co./Merck & 

Co. 

Kenilworth, 

Rahway 

Springfield,  

Summit & Union 

Pharmaceuticals 10,000 

Overlook Hospital  Summit  Hospital 3,119 

USI Services Group Springfield Maintenance 3,200 

NEMF Elizabeth Transport 3,900 

Union County  Union Government 2,700 

Trinitas Hospital  Elizabeth Hospital 2,706 

Linden Inc. Linden  Food Distribution 1,500 

Mayor of Elizabeth  Elizabeth  Government 1,,200 

Plainfield Board of Education  Plainfield  Education  1,047 

Union County College Union  Education 987 

                                                                    Source: UCEDC Major Employers List, 2010  

                                                                       Please Note: The number of employees shown above is approximate. 

 
Industrial/Office Parks 

Name Address City Management Co. Phone# 

Liberty Hall Corporate 

Center 

Morris and North 

Avenue Union GVA Williams 973-299-3000 

Connell Corporate I & II 200 Connell Drive 

Berkeley 

Heights 

Connell Realty & Dev 

Co. 908-233-0700 

Cranford Business Parks 

14/25 Commerce 

Dr. Cranford Mack-Cali Associates 732-590-1513 

  65 Jackson Drive Cranford Mack-Cali Associates  732-590-1513 

Cranford Office & 

Industrial Park Commerce Drive Cranford Mack-Cali Associates 732-590-1513 

Dresser Industries 270 Sheffield Street Mountainside Graphic Management 908-654-8400 

Morris Plazza I & II Morris Avenue Union M. Alfieri Co. 732-491-4200 

Murray Hill Inn and 

Office Park 

South St. and 

Central Ave. 

New 

Providence The Boyle Co. 908-286-1500 

Port Authority of NY & 

NJ 

North Ave. E. and 

Center Dr. Elizabeth 

Port Authority of NY & 

NJ 212-435-8374 

Source: Mack-Cali Realty Corporation, 2011 
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UNION COUNTY MAJOR COMMERCIAL AND PUBLIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

 

Top Recently Completed or Near Completion Major Development Projects 

 

Municipality Project Name $ Value Jobs Status 

Linden Development of former GM Plant 200 Million Unknown In Progress 

Hillside & 

Union 

Garden State Parkway 

Interchange 142 

New Highway Connection 

117 Million Unknown In Progress 

Cranford Riverfront Development 50 Million Unknown In Progress 

Elizabeth IKEA 40 Million Unknown Completed 

                                      Source: UCEDC Major Development Projects Report, 2011 

 

 
HOUSING AND REAL ESTATE TAXES 
 

 Average Average    Average  Average  

 Sale Price Sale Price 3 Year Taxes Taxes  3 Year 

Municipality 2007 2010 decrease 2007 2010 Increase $ 

Berkeley Heights 591,319 551,717 6.7% 9,086 10,204 1,118 

Clark 442,764 394,007 11% 7,881 8,601 720 

Cranford 461,047 426,589 7% 8,041 9,146 1,105 

Elizabeth 394,126 231,175 28% 6,043 7,269 2,535 

Fanwood 445,319 396,774 11% 8,677 10,291 3,362 

Garwood 398,785 349,615 12% 6,965 8,161 2,084 

Hillside 346,272 253,539 27% 7,516 8,506 2,959 

Kenilworth 402,860 350,465 13% 5,965 6,894 2,401 

Linden 356,516 272,304 24% 6,191 7,464 2,511 

Mountainside 681,815 550,604 19% 8,002 9,266 2,819 

New Providence 617,583 535,459 13% 10,114 11,619 3,768 

Plainfield 325,331 240,363 26% 6,393 7,619 2,304 

Rahway 326,230 263,065 19% 6,159 6,888 2,162 

Roselle 276,910 172,270 38% 7,681 8,717 2,574 

Roselle Park 324,254 324,254 0% 7,341 8,231 2,711 

Scotch Plains 520,625 464,164 10% 9,901 11,023 4,058 

Springfield 431,005 385,435 10% 8,335 9,230 3,308 

Summit 1,041,736 968,287 7% 13,553 15,181 6,351 

Union 371,806 307,841 17% 6,631 7,320 2,378 

Westfield 738,976 688,310 7% 11,487 13,457 4,553 

Winfield 0 0  2,725 3,056 1,215 

Source: NJ Department of Labor, Labor Marketing & Data Tools, 2011 
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